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•	 Practice photographic techniques during morning 
and afternoon game drives and walking safaris.

•	 Seek out iconic wildlife in world-famous national 
parks, including Serengeti, Lake Manyara, and 
Tarangire.

•	 Descend into ngorongoro Crater, home to an 
estimated 25,000 to 30,000 large mammals and 
the world’s highest concentration of predators.

•	 Look for unique and unusual birds like the Grey-
crowned Crane, Kori bustard, Secretarybird, 
hornbills, ostriches, and more.

•	 Learn about the country’s culture and history 
during visits to a local market, olduvai Gorge, 
and a Maasai village.

ProGraM HigHligHts
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tanzania

The annual migration of 2 million wildebeest, 
gazelles, and zebras from the plains of the Serengeti 
in Tanzania to the grasslands in Masai Mara, 
Kenya is perhaps one of the world’s greatest natural 
phenomena. Embark on a photographic journey to 
capture images of iconic wildlife, including Africa’s 
“Big Five”—lion, leopard, rhinoceros, elephant, 
and Cape buffalo—plus an abundance of other 
creatures large and small. Under the guidance of 
professional photographers Ann and Rob Simpson, 
you’ll gain a unique perspective on the region’s 
stunning flora, fauna, and landscapes.

PHOTOS BY ANN AND ROB SIMPSON



years of fossilized creatures and plants in a series of stratified rock 
layers. The site’s most famous discoveries here have been those of 
Australopithecine hominid remains found by the Leakey family, 
which revolutionized thinking on hominid evolution. After an 
introductory lecture, there will be time to explore the informative 
museum. Exhibits include replicas of the hominid fossils and 
extinct animals that used to inhabit the region, ranging from 
river elephant and giant swine to short-necked giraffe. A bird 
walk around the area may yield a variety of arid country species, 
such as the vocal Slate-colored Boubou, Red-fronted Tinkerbird, 
Rufous Chatterer, Kenya Sparrow, Vitelline Masked-Weaver, 
beautiful Purple Grenadier, White-bellied Canary, and Southern 
Grosbeak-Canary. After lunch on-site, continue traveling westward 
on the rutted dirt track across the vast, flat, and seemingly endless 
Serengeti Plains to spend two nights in one of the world’s most 
renowned game reserves. Overnight at Central Serengeti - permanent 
tented camp. (BLD)

August 3 - serengeti
Extending for an incredible 5,790 square miles, the Serengeti is one 
of the world’s largest natural sanctuaries. Despite the vast space, the 
amount of game that you can expect to see is still astounding. The 
Serengeti, meaning “endless plain” in Maasai, consists mostly of 
grasslands interspersed with acacia woodlands and rocky outcrops. 
There is little permanent water in the park. Combined with a 
fairly regular rainfall pattern, this has resulted in the world-famous 
wildebeest migration, when up to 2 million large wildebeests move 
between the Serengeti in Tanzania and Maasai Mara in Kenya. 
During your visit to the Serengeti, you will explore the central and 
northern sections of the park. Watch for lazing prides of lions, 
leopards draped over large trees, aloof cheetahs resting on or near 
vantage points, skulking spotted hyenas, jackals, and maybe even 
the bat-eared fox. Several species of smaller cats such as caracal, 
serval, and African wildcat may also be seen. Besides the wildebeest, 
the Serengeti supports huge populations of common zebra, African 
buffalo, Maasai giraffe, warthog, Thomson’s and Grant’s gazelles, 
impala, topi, hartebeest, bohor reedbuck, eland, and smaller 
numbers of African elephant, hippopotamus, Kirk’s dik-dik, oribi, 
and defassa waterbuck. Overnight at Central Serengeti - permanent 
tented camp. (BLD)

August 4 - serengeti 
Today move to Northern Serengeti National Park near Mara River, 
the best place for seeing the wildebeest Mara River crossing. You’ll 
spend three nights here exploring Northern Serengeti National 
Park. Home to the enormous migratory herds during the dry season 
(July to November), the Northern Serengeti remains an unexplored 
wilderness packed with stunning landscapes and abundant wildlife. 
The most captivating highlight of this area is undoubtedly the 
massive herds of migratory wildebeest and zebra during the 
dry season. However, the Northern Serengeti also supports an 
abundance of resident wildlife including lion, elephant, hippo, 

July 30 - en route
Depart from the United States.

July 31 - ArushA
Arrive in Europe and connect with your flight to Kilimanjaro 
Airport. Upon arrival, you will be met and transferred to the lodge. 
The lodge is located within a 30-acre active coffee farm close to 
Lake Duluti and offers great opportunities for birding. (For those 
who wish to relax before the program starts, we will be happy to 
make arrangements for arriving a day early at an additional cost.) 
Overnight at Lake Duluti Lodge.

August 1 - KArAtu
After an early breakfast, check out of the hotel and head to Arusha’s 
largest market, Kilombero, to experience the local lifestyle. Next, 
continue your journey to Karatu, the gateway to Ngorongoro and 
Serengeti. Make stops along the way for birding, especially in the 
drier acacia woodland and scrubby areas. This roadside birding can 
often be very productive and may include sightings of Blue-naped 
Mousebird, Von der Decken’s Hornbill, White-bellied Go-away-
bird, Rosy-patched Bushshrike, Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird, 
and Golden-backed Weaver. Enjoy a picnic lunch en route. This 
afternoon, arrive at the Acacia Farm Lodge, nestled on the edge 
of the Ngorongoro Crater rim with spectacular views of the crater 
itself. From the lodge, you’ll be able to gaze down at the crater 
below and watch distant elephants and herds of antelope and 
buffalo moving over the plains. The Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
is a 3,200-square-mile UNESCO World Heritage Site protecting 
Earth’s largest intact volcanic caldera (100 square miles) and one 
of the world’s most scenically breathtaking natural areas. What’s 
more, the crater is home to one of the planet’s densest populations 
of large mammals. The forests that cloak the rim of this iconic site 
are home to a variety of Afro-montane forest birds. You may find 
Hildebrandt’s Francolin, Schalow’s Turaco, the elusive Brown-
backed Woodpecker, the beautiful Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, 
Eastern Mountain-Greenbul, Brown-headed Apalis, Brown Warbler, 
skulking Cinnamon Bracken-Warbler, busy flocks of Montane 
White-eye, and dazzling Tacazze, Golden-winged, and Eastern 
Double-collared Sunbirds. Overnight at Acacia Farm Lodge. (BLD)

August 2 - serengeti
This morning, travel to the world-famous Serengeti National Park, 
stopping en route at the well-known Olduvai Gorge. The gorge’s 
name comes from the Maasai language and is a reference to the wild 
sisal plant that grows here. As a result of massive geological activity 
over the eons, Olduvai provides a unique record of countless 
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giraffe, crocodile, and oribi. Overnight at Northern Serengeti - semi-
permanent tented camp. (BLD)

August 5 - serengeti
Today you’ll have the opportunity to join a walking safari in the 
Serengeti led by your guide and an armed ranger. Bush walks offer 
a completely new safari experience compared to standard game 
drives. Being outside on foot makes it possible to be at eye level 
with wildlife and more in tune with your surroundings, allowing 
you to observe the sounds, smells, textures, and colors of your 
environment. Small details that are easily overlooked during a 
game drive—such as hoof prints, animal dung, vegetation, and 
insects—will reveal tantalizing bits of information to help you 
better understand this complex habitat. For those who choose not 
to join the walking safari, an alternate game drive will be arranged. 
After lunch, you will have free time to rest and relax at the camp. 
Mid-afternoon, board the safari vehicles and enjoy a game drive in 
the plains. Overnight at Northern Serengeti - semi-permanent tented 
camp. (BLD)

August 6 - serengeti
Continue exploring the Northern Serengeti National Park with 
morning and afternoon game drives. Overnight at Northern Serengeti 
- semi-permanent tented camp. (BLD)

August 7 - ngorongoro
After breakfast, travel from the Northern Serengeti to Ngorongoro 
Crater, with a game drive en route while leaving the Serengeti. 
Overnight at Ngorongoro Wildlife Lodge. (BLD)

August 8 - ngorongoro
After an early breakfast, descend 1,970 feet to the Ngorongoro 
Crater floor. The crater is prime “Big Five” territory and a 
photographer’s dream. Most of the animals are extremely relaxed 
and habituated to the presence of human admirers. The high crater 
walls, usually cloaked in a pure white frosting of clouds, make for 
dramatic backdrops to animal photographs. In addition, the crater 
floor provides a miniature example of a complete African ecosystem, 
with forests, lakes, grasslands, swamps and rivers. Between 25,000 
and 30,000 large animals reside in the crater; great concentrations 
of blue wildebeest and common zebra are supplemented by smaller 
numbers of African elephant, African buffalo, the highly sought-
after black rhinoceros, hippopotamus, eland, and Thomson’s and 
Grant’s gazelles. The crater boasts the world’s highest concentration 
of predators, including lion, cheetah, leopard, serval, bat-eared fox, 
spotted hyena, and golden and black-backed jackals. The birding 
is equally rewarding. Watch for pink rafts of Greater and Lesser 
Flamingos on Lake Magadi, Common Ostrich striding over the 
grasslands, regal Kori Bustard (the world’s heaviest flying bird), 
the elegant Grey-crowned Crane, and good numbers of raptors 
including the unique Secretarybird, Bateleur, and Martial Eagle. 
Overnight at Ngorongoro Wildlife Lodge. (BLD)

August 9 - tArAngire
After breakfast, check out and head to Lake Manyara National 
Park. Philip Briggs, author of the Bradt Travel Guide to Tanzania, 
describes the park as the country’s finest birding site, as it boasts 
over 400 species, 100 of which can be seen in a day, even by casual 
birders. While offering a wide variety of habitats, two-thirds of the 
park is covered by the alkaline Lake Manyara when water levels are 
high; during the dry season, the lake is virtually nonexistent. The 
shores of the lake are a good place to look for the widely distributed 
but quite erratic Greater Painted-Snipe. Another bird of special 
interest is the Usambiro Barbet, currently considered a subspecies 
of D’Arnaud’s Barbet. Also look for Purple-crested Turaco, Silvery-
cheeked Hornbill, and Yellow-bellied Greenbul. Depending on 
water levels, you may find a variety of waterbirds, such as Yellow-

billed and Marabou Storks, Pink-backed Pelican, Sacred Ibis, 
African Spoonbill, and Black-headed Heron. You’ll also have time to 
visit a local Maasai village to observe as members of the community 
go about their morning routines. Later, continue your transfer to 
Tarangire National Park and check in at the lodge. Overnight at 
Tarangire Osupuko. (BLD)

August 10 - tArAngire
Optional morning birding around the lodge grounds before 
breakfast. The Tarangire ecosystem is the third largest in Tanzania, 
sprawling over a vast 7,700 square miles. Seasonally, the park 
supports the second largest concentration of wildlife in Tanzania, 
surpassed only by the Serengeti during peak migration. However, 
Tarangire is most famous for its huge numbers of African elephants, 
which congregate along the meandering Tarangire River. Observe 
these massive pachyderms and their tender family interactions. 
Other mammals likely to be seen include waterbuck, impala, 
warthog, and giraffe. The acacia woodland and baobab-studded 
grasslands also provide habitat for a large number of birds, with 
the park total being well over 500 species. You will have the 
opportunity to look for African Hawk-Eagle, Pygmy Falcon, 
Double-banded Courser, Red-necked and Yellow-necked Spurfowls, 
Black-faced Sandgrouse, White-bellied Bustard, Meyer’s and 
Red-bellied Parrots, Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Red-and-yellow 
and D’Arnaud’s Barbets, Mottled Spinetail, Spotted Palm-Thrush, 
Banded Warbler, and flocks of Northern Pied-Babbler. Two major 
targets for the area are the East African-endemic Ashy Starling and 
Yellow-collared Lovebird. Also visit the vast Silale Swamp, which 
is excellent for waterfowl. Species to look out for will be African 
Openbill, Goliath Heron, Southern Pochard, Fulvous Whistling-
Duck, African Jacana, and Long-toed Lapwing. With luck, you 
may spot a Black Coucal or flush out a secretive African Crake. 
Night birding around the lodge can also be fruitful. Look out for 
Slender-tailed and Freckled Nightjars and the diminutive African 
Scops-Owl. Overnight at Tarangire Osupuko.  (BLD)

August 11 - tArAngire
Continue with morning and afternoon game drives and birding. 
Overnight at Tarangire Osupuko. (BLD)

August 12 - ArushA/depArt
After a leisurely morning, transfer to Arusha. Before arriving at your 
hotel, pay a visit to a local home to enjoy a family-hosted lunch. 
Transfer to the hotel for day room accommodations, where you will 
be able to rest, finish packing, or freshen up. Before leaving for the 
airport, enjoy a light snack at the hotel, then check out at 6 pm. 
Transfer to the Kilimanjaro International Airport and check in for 
your overnight flight to the US. Day room at Arusha. (BL)

August 13 - Arrive home



LanD Pricing

reServaTionS & Payments

$7,250 (based on 15 participants)

Price includes accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and 
activities as indicated in the itinerary, private transportation 
unless otherwise noted in itinerary, internal flights, non-alcoholic 
beverages with meals, local guides in each region for duration of 
program, bottled water on the bus, and carbon offset.

Price does not include international airfare, visa fees, gratuities, 
or items of a personal nature. Holbrook can assist with flights to 
Arusha from your home city if desired.

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants traveling in 2018 or beyond. These plans help 
provide coverage once the trip has departed and offer benefits for 
Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & Sickness Medical Expenses, 
Emergency Evacuation and more. 
Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the 
Group Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/
Interruption, in addition to many other insurance benefits and 
non-insurance assistance services. If interested in this optional 
plan, we can provide you with rates and plan details.

TraveL Protection

Price is based on double occupancy; for a single room throughout 
the trip, add $1,350 per person. A $200 per person deposit and 
enrollment form are required to reserve your space on the program. 
This deposit is refundable excluding a $100 cancellation fee until 
April 26, 2019, at which time non-refundable final payment is due.

meet your leaders

ann SiMPSon
Ann Simpson is a professor at her alma mater, Lord Fairfax 
Community College, specializing in biology, anatomy, and 
physiology. She and her husband, Rob, own Simpson’s Nature 
Photography, organize nature photography and natural history 
tours around the world, and were the premiere photographers 
leading workshops in the national parks for Canon. The duo have 
also authored and provided all the photography for 19 books, 
primarily national park nature and wildflower guides, and a 
wildflower app for Farcountry Press and Falcon Guides.

rob SiMPSon
Rob Simpson is a professor at Lord Fairfax Community College, where 
he teaches field biology courses in ornithology, botany, mycology, and 
ecology. He is program head for the Outdoor and Nature Photography 
Careers Certificate, and along with Ann, they are passionate about 
teaching professional photography techniques. Their images have been 
published in hundreds of magazines including National Geographic, 
Time, Audubon, and National Wildlife. Their books and photos have 
won numerous awards, and on the natural history tours they coach 
participants on how to bring home award-winning photos.

for More inforMaTion or to enroll:
Visit holbrook.travel/simpson-tz19 or contact Stefanie Plein at stefanie@holbrooktravel.com or 877-910-6548.


